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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, I A 

SUBJ: JAPANESE PARTICIPATION IN EURODIF 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT MADE NEW PROPOSAL TO GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN LAST 
WEEK RELATING TO JAPANESE INVOLVEMENT IN EURODIF PROJECT. 
ACCORDING STA OFFICIALS FRENCH RECOGNIZE DIFFICULTY OF JAPANESE 
DECISION AT THIS TIME RE OWNERSHIP PARTICIPATION AND INSTEAD 
ARE SOLICITING FIRM COMMITMENT FOR JAPAN TO TAKE 2,000 TONS 
SWU PER YEAR BEGINNING IN 1980 OR 1981. FRENCH ARE PRESSING 
TO RECEIVE THIS COMMITMENT PRIOR END OF 1973 SO THAT THEY CAN 
ANNOUNCE FIRM PLANS FOR EURODIF PROJECT BY YEARS'S END. THIS 
WOULD PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR THOSE CUSTOMERS 
WHO WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE TO SIGN CONTRACTS WITH USAEC BY JUNE 
30, 1974. STA OFFICIALS STRESSED THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN 
MADE ON THIS PROPOSAL AND ADDED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
TANAKA HAD BEEN BRIEFED ON PROPOSAL IN ANTICIPATION SUBJECT 
BEING RAISED DURING HIS VISIT TO PARIS. 

SHOESMITH 
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